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Brussels 22nd January 2009
PRESS RELEASE
Today, January 22, 2009, Minister of Health Mr. Tomas Julinek presented the Czech Presidency priority aims and issues in public health and healthcare on a press conference held in Brussels. Within one of the priority issues - financial sustainability of health systems - the Presidency collaborates with Mr. Pat Cox, former President of the European Parliament, who also attended the press conference. 
The Minister briefly introduced the work program of the Presidency and stated that the Czech Presidency will continue with the discussion and negotiation of the important legislative proposals. In this respect, the Czech Presidency considers as a priority the proposal for a Directive on the application of patients’ rights in cross-boarder healthcare and the proposal for a Council Recommendation on a European action in the field of rare diseases. “The Directive reflects the priority of the Trio Presidency program entitled “Europe for patients” and is also directly linked to the motto of our Presidency “Europe without barriers”, says the Minister. 

According to the Minister, the Czech Presidency will also start the discussion on the legislative proposals that have been recently presented by the Commission. These include the proposal for a Directive on standards of quality and safety of human organs intended for transplantation and proposal for a Council Recommendation on patient safety, including the prevention and control of healthcare-associated infections.

The Minister also highlighted the three main priority issues selected by the Czech Presidency in the field of public health, which are antimicrobial resistance and healthcare-associated infections in healthcare settings with a special emphasis on hospital in Europe, financial sustainability of health systems, and eHealth – electronic healthcare.

According to the Minister, “given the current economic development and financial crises, the issue of sustainable health systems and their financing becomes extremely topical.” Health systems are a central part of Europe’s high level of social protection and financial sustainability should thus be understood as an objective rather than a goal of healthcare financing policies to maintain common values and principles in European Union Health Systems. 

Within this priority area, the Ministry of Health of the Czech Republic collaborates with Mr. Pat Cox, former President of the European Parliament and Chairman of The Initiative for Sustainable Healthcare Financing in Europe. Mr. Cox pre-introduced the outcomes of an investigation into “Securing Europe’s Healthcare Future” - the future of managing chronic diseases and the future of health technology assessment. The conference on the outcomes of this investigation will be the first one to open this priority issue during the Czech Presidency in mid-February in Prague.
The Czech Presidency will hold several meetings during next half of the year related to the above stated priority fields. There will be three main ministerial conferences which will offer the Member States opportunity for sharing experience and exchanging best practices: In February on eHealth, in April on antimicrobial resistance, and in May on financial sustainability of health systems.       
The Czech Presidency would like to present the outcomes of its work program at the meeting of the Council of employment, social policy, health of consumer affairs  in June this year. The Minister has also shared this work program with members of the ENVI Committee of the European Parliament yesterday. 
Further details on http://czpres.mzcr.cz.
Contact: Andrea Mimrová, spokeswoman of The Czech Presidency of the Council of the European Union
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